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further war with England.  The army which he gathered
at Fala Muir refused to follow him.

A second force of ten thousand men was raised and
crossed the Esk. There the ill-feeling that existed be-
tween the king and many of his nobles was aggravated
by the action of James, who appointed his favourite,
Oliver Sinclair, to the command of the army. This was
done in a way that aroused the bitterest resentment. As
soon as the little army had reached English ground,
Sinclair produced the royal commission with which he had
been secretly entrusted, and, as he stood on a platform
borne shoulder high, had it read aloud by a herald. It
was received with indignation; and the camp presented
soiway the sight of a disorderly mob. At this crisis there ap-
MOSS, 1542. peare(j a kocjy Of English cavalry some two thousand

strong, that had been sent to reconnoitre. The leaders,
Dacre and Musgrave, as soon as they had taken in the
situation, availed themselves of it by charging headlong
into the disorganized crowd. The Scots, taken by sur-
prise, hardly attempted to make a stand, but fled wildly
in all directions. There was no battle at Soiway Moss;
it was the rout of a rabble. It was a crushing blow to
James, who, a few days later, died of grief.

CHAPTER 19

MARY STEWART AND THE REFORMATION
IN SCOTLAND

When James V lay dying of a broken heart, news was

Mary brought to him that his queen had given birth to a

of scoS! daughter.   James groaned;   he had hoped for a son to

' continue the direct line of his house, and now this last